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CLAIMS 



1. 



A methQd for selectively generating a flow of gas from a open first end of a tubular bod^^said 
5 method comprising 

connecting a second end of the tubular body directly to a gas outlet of a ga/compressori 
which is a piston compressor having a plurality of cylinders, the capacity of the cfas compressor 
being selected so as to obtain through said open free end of the tubular body a desired gas flow 
rate being a flow of air used by a dentist for cleaning the teeth of a patiej^ 
1 0 starting the operation of the compressor so as to start the ga/flow, and 

stopping the gas flow by stopping the op>eration of the come 



2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the compressof is driven by an electric motor, the 
operation of the electric motor being started and stopp^ by actuating a switch positioned on the 
1 5 tubular body at or adjacent to its first open end so ayto control power supply to the electric 
motor. 



3. A method according to claim ' UoLZiJA 'brerem the tubular body comprises a wall part being 
made from a resilient material, the open first end of the tubular body being at least partly closed 

20 and subsequently reopened while We compressor is still operating, so as to temporarily expand 
the resilient wall part, whereby a/pressure pulse may be generated. 

4. A method according tcyclaim 3, wherein the wall part defining the open first end of the tubular 
body or being adtacent/thereto is made from a resilient material, the open first end of the tubular 

25 body being at least partly closed by compressing said resilient wall part. 
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5. A method according to any of 



open first end part of the tubular body forming a nozzle. 



the claims 1-4, wherein liquid Is selecttvel/ introduced intone 



6. A method according to claim 5, wherein liquid is introduced into tubular bod/when the gas 



5 compressor is operating. 



7. A method according to claim 5, wherein the liquid is sprayed outfijafrn the open free end of the 
tubular body when the gas compressor is not operating. 



10 8. An apparatus for selectively producing a gas flow, said aoparatus comprising 

a gas compressor which Is a piston compressor having a plurality of cylinders and a gas 
inlet and a gas outlet, 

an electric motor for driving the gas compressor, 
means for switching the electric motor on and off, and 

a tubular body of the type used by defttists for cleaning teeth, said tubular body having an 
open first end part and a second opposite /nd part communicating directly with the gas outlet of 
the compressor, the capacity of the compressor being such that a desired gas flow through the 
open first end part is obtained when/he gas compressor Is operating. 



15 



20 9. An apparatus according to cliim 8, wherein the switching means is positioned on the tubular 
body at or adjacent to the ooen first end of the tubular body. 




TO. An apparatus according to claim S-er^r wherein the tubular body 



comprises at least one/esilient wall part, manually operateable means being provided for 
|25 selectively closing the open end of the tubular body at least partly. 



CLWMA21 1 l9PC1/KEV/ah/1 4^2-00 



Last printed 14/02/00 9:0S 



AMENDED SHEET 



1 6-02-2000 16 Of Feb 



16- 2- O : 8:27 : 
PVStP 33639600 



PV&P 33009600-* +49 89 '^^^QO/lagc^ • u tr 

PCT/DK99/001 65 

->+49 8g^Bp94465 ^c^s^ o v^x o 



11 . An apparatus according to claim 1 0, wherein at least the first end part of tfpe^bular body is 
made from a resilient material. 



1 2. An apparatus according to claim 1 1 , further conjpfising an outer tube section made from a 
5 stiff material and surrounding the first end p^rtof the tubular body, the manually operateably 

closing means being mounted on theater tube section. 

1 3. An apparatus accopd!hg to claims IV o r 12; wherein the switching means comprise a 
microswitch embraded In the resilient wall of the first end part of the tubular body, the switching 

1 0 means belp^ actuated when the manually operateable means are operated so as to at least partly 
cornpfess and close the first end part of the tubular body. 




14. An apparatus according to an / of the claims 8-1 3, further comprising a liquid delivery tube 
opening into the first end part of the tubular body, and means for selectively delivering liquid into 
1 5 the first end part of the tubular b >dy via the delivery tube. 



5. An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the liquid delivery means^pm^se a liquid 
pump and an electric motor for driving the pump, the^peratipn-dfthe electric motor driving the 
pump being controlled by switch means anranged-at or adjacent to the first end part of the 
20 tubular body. 



^-y^6. An appara^u^according to claim 1 4 tjrt57 wherein the open end of the liquid delivery tube is 
directed^owards the open end of the tubular t>ody. 



25 1 7. An apparatus according to a^y of the claims 8-1 6, wherein the tubular body ts in the form of a 
\ hose of a resilient material. 
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ing to any of the c\lmi 8*1 7, 



1 8. An apparatus according 
DC-motor. 

5 1 9. An apparatus according to any of the c 
crank shaft comprising crank sections 1 
being flexibly interconnected by a flexible 



wherein the electric motor is a brushless 



aims 8-1 8, wherein the piston compressor comprises a 
interjconnected with said pistons, adjacent crank sections 
^ Xiupling device. 



20. An apparatus according Xo claim 19, wherein the coupling device compris 
10 member formed by a helically wound thread or wire, opposite ends ofjth^tubular members being 
connected to adjacent, substantially aligned shaft ends of s^^rmnk sections. 



a 



15 




21. An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein opposite open ends of the tubular member are 
adapted to receive and surround^^sslid respective shaft ends- 

22. An apparatu^^cording to claim 21 , wherein at least one of the opposite ends of the tubular 
member is^dapted to f rictionally engage with the peripheral suri'ace of the re$F>ectrve shaft end. 



23. An apparatus according to any of th 
extends transversely into at least one of {said 
in a slot or recess formed in the correspdnding 



claims 20-22, wherein a free end of the thread or wire 
opposite ends of the tubular member and is received 
shaft end. 
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